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Academic Senate Minutes
October 9, 1974

Volume VI, No.4

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Sutherland called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. in 401 Stevenson.
ROLL CALL
The Secretary called the roll which showed a quorum to be present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
VI, 49

A motion (Mr. Madore, Mr. Baska) to approve the minutes as distributed was approved.
CHAIRPERSON'S REMARKS
Chairperson Sutherland read a letter from President Budig stating that he would be
out of state attending the American Counci I on Education annual meeting and would
be unable to be present at tonight's Senate meeting. He stated that Dean Helgeson
would be present on his behalf.
The Chairperson read a notice from the Dean of the Graduate Schoo I that there wou Id
be public hearings held on the proposed revisions in the Graduate School Bylaws on
Monday, October 21, 1974 Center for Visual Arts - Rm. 147 3:30 - 5 :00 p.m.
Tuesday, October 22, 1974 Felmley Ha" - Rm. 133 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.
Thursday, October 24, 1974 Schroeder Annex - Rm. 138 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
The Chairperson said that copies of the proposed revised by laws are avai lab Ie in
departmental offices, the Graduate School Office and the Office of the Student
Association.
The Chairperson stated that on October 3 there was a public informational session
held in Stevenson 101 which was requested by student members of the Academic Senate
to be informed about the ramifications of the peer evaluation system of faculty. CoChairperson Margaret Jones and members of the Faculty Status Committee were present
to discuss with student senators and members of the Student Association Assembly who
had been invited what the appointment, promotion and tenure and merit pay system was
all about. Professor Jones prepared a six page informational paper to try to explain to
students what the system meant. Only one student attended the meeting. The Chairperson stated that he thought he could speak for the Faculty Status Committee in calling
the turnout disappointing.
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VI, 50

VI, 51

The Chairperson asked for a suspension of the rules to hold an election for Joint
University Advisory Committee to replace Mr. Young. The Chairperson read the
letter of resignation from JUAC from Mr. Young. A motion (Mr. Madore, Mr.
Henry) to suspend the rules was passed unanimously. The rules were suspended.
Mr. Madore nominated Mr. Quane. Ms. Workman nominated Mr. Smith who
declined the nomination. Mr. Tarrant nominated Ms. Amster. Balloting began
on the election of the Joint University Advisory Committee member.
A motion (Mr. Madore, Mr. Kolasa) to approve a statement of commendation of
Mr. Young for his service with distinction on the Joint University Advisory Committee and to express regret at his resignation from that body carried unanimously.
ADMINISTRATOR'S REMARKS

VI, 52

VI, 53

Dean Helgeson made a remark which he stated covered an omission on his part.
He reminded the Senate that he had announced at the last meeting the formation
of a search committee for the Dean of the College of Applied Science and Technology.
He stated that in keeping with the spirit of other search committees he was requesting
that two students be added to the search committee. He asked that the Senate approve
the procedure whereby one graduate student and one undergraduate student be named
by the college council. He asked leave to put this item on the agenda.
A motion
(Mr. Helgeson, Mr. Madore) to suspend the rules to place consideration of procedures
for selection of students to the Selection Committee for Dean of College of Applied
Science and Technology was passed unanimously. A motion (Mr. Helgeson, Mr. Quane)
that the college council be requested to name one graduate student and one undergraduate
student to the search committee was approved.
REMARKS OF THE STUDENT ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

Mr. Arnold announced that the Student Association considered the voter registration
drive to be successfu I.
Mr. Arnold announced that the Student Association was concerned with the problem
of financing higher education. He said that they would ask the Board of Regents to
form a permanent subcommittee on financing higher education. He stated that they
were going to prevail upon the BHE to reconsider their policy of requiring students
to pay one-third of the cost of instruction. He alluded to the difficulty of determining
exactly what is instructional cost.

Mr. Arnold reported that the Student Foundation is going along pretty well except that
they are having some problems raising money.

VI,54

Mr. Arnold referred to a notice from the University Elections Committee stating that
since there was no runner-up to the on-campus senators the Student Association would
be asked to propose procedures for filling a vacancy should one occur. A motion
(Mr. Arnold, Mr. Rogers) to suspend the rules to consider a proposal for filling the
vacancy created by Mr. Koehl's resignation failed to secure unanimous consent.
The Chairperson announced that Mr. Quane was elected to the Joint University
Advisory Committee.
i.
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ACTIO N ITE MS
I. Election of Two Members to the Facul ty Status Committee
Balloting began for two positions on the Faculty Status Committee. Vitae for
Mr. Sanders and for Mr. Stefl were distributed.

2. Election of Three Student Members to Se lection Committee for Vice President and Provost.
The list of candidates as submitted by the Student A<sociation had been distributed to the
Senators. Ms. Frankland nominated David Allred for the committee. Balloting began on
the election of the three student members.

3. Election of Two Graduate Students to the Selection Committee for Dean of the
Graduate School.
The Chairperson read biographical sketches from those students nominated by the College
of Fine Arts. Balloting began on the election of two graduate students for the Dean of
Graduate School Selection Committee.
The Chairperson announced that Gail Holmberg, David Allred, and Geoffrey Kolasa
were elected to the Selection Committee for Vice President and Provost.
The Chairperson announced that no clear majority had been received by any of the
candidates for Facu Ity Status Committee. Balloting continued between Mr. Brubeck,
Mr. Cragan, Mr. Ericksen, Mr. Stefl and Mr. Zeidenstein.

4. Ratification of the Appointment of Three Student Members to the Committee on
Constitutional and Governance Review.

VI, 55

The Chairperson announced that there were three student vacancies on the CCGR.
He stated that the Executive Committee had received an urgent request that the
vacancies be filled and that the Executive Committee had approved the appointment
of Terrence Corrigan , Terrence Baumgartner, and Scott Graham. The three had met
with the CCGR at its hearing last night. A motion (Mr. Henry, Mr. Smith) to approve
the ratification of these appointments to CCGR was approved.

5. Ratification of Executive Committee Action re Vidette Editor Selection Procedures.

VI, 56

The Executive Committee voted on October 2 to approve the implementation of the
same procedures for the selection of the Vidette editor as were used last year, procedures
which entailed a group of off-campus consultants from major newspapers to interview
candidates and to select on the basis of formal qualifications. A motion (Mr. Kauth,
Mr. Madore) to ratify this action was approved.
The Chairperson announced that John Briggs, Mathematics, and Thomas DeGuilio,
Political Science, had been elected as graduate student representatives on the
Selection Committee for Dean of Graduate School.

5. Proficiency Examination Statement.
VI, 57

Chairperson Sutherland called upon Ms. Chesebro to introduce the proposal. A motion
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(Ms. Chesebro, Mr. Gavin) that the Senate approve the undergraduate policy
statement as proposed by the Academic Standards Committee was made. Ms. Chesebro
introduced Dr. Louise Dieterle, Chairperson of the Academic Standards Committee,
Dr. Eric S. Johnson, Dr. Fritz Schwalm, Dr. Gene Jabker, Dr. Walter Friedhoff.
A question arose as to whether 189 and seminar courses were included in the proposal.
The committee stated that these courses had not been considered and that perhaps a
change in wording to exclude experimental courses or seminars should be made. It
was suggested by Ms. Chesebro that the wording be changed to read "all departments
will have proficiency examinations for all 100 level courses regularly listed in the
catalog (excluding seminars}." The Chairperson suggested that this be incorporated
as an editorial change and that the revised wording be forwarded to the Secretary.

VI, 58

VI, 59

Mr. Friedhoff, Head of the Psychology Department, offered a minority report for the
committee. Mr. Friedhoff stated that since 1966 the standards had gone down steadi Iy
even though the qual ity of students had not changed. Mr. Friedhoff pleaded that we
examine the external image that we radiate particularly through the catalog. Levels
of credit and proficiency examination are things the public may look at in judging
Illinois State University, stated M-. Friedhoff. He stated that if we indicate that
proficiency credit is given at the A or B level this has some implications for the University where the average grade is already C. Mr. Friedhoff proposed that people
who pass the proficiency examination at the C level would receive general education
credit but not semester hour credits. Mr. Friedhoff stated that he did not think that
many students would avail themselves of the opportunity to take proficiency examinations. Under Dr. Friedhoff's proposal, A or B would be given credit hours credit and
C would be given general education credit but not credit hours credit. A motion
(Ms. Workman, M-. Ficek) to incorporate the Friedhoff amendment in the proposal
was made. Mr. Johnson stated that the committee had considered the credit hours
proposal but the administrative members on the committee recommended that the majority
proposal be accepted. It was stated that the minority point of view wou Id make it more
difficult to administer and that it would not increase the number of persons taking the
proficiency examinations. A question arose over whether or not this was a double standard
for students. Mr. Woods brought up various problems; he mentioned that there was on Iy
a single required level 100 in his area. It was suggested that the only alternative departments would have in the case of 100 level required courses that did not lead to
additional higher level courses would be to erect artificial barriers to prevent proficiency
in this area.
The motion to amend failed on a voice vote.
Dean Helgeson raised a question about number 7. He stated that it is possible to take
courses in high school which eliminate the need for college courses. He stated that also
it would be a bit cleaner if the statement read that students could not take the proficiency
exams in courses that they have failed. A motion (Mr. Helgeson, M-. Tarrant) to include
"high school or" before "college credit" in number 7 was made.
It was pointed out that
point 4 states that proficiency exams are open to all students and that no eligibility requirements for being allowed to take proficiency exams are permissible. Dean Helgeson
pointed out that there was a continual advancement in many areas and that it was no
longer uncommon to have a high school student who had taken calculus, for example.
This provision would allow for the field to grow without duplicating credit through
proficiency exams. Mr. Tarrant stated that in foreign languages the student needed to
be proficient and that otherwise the department would be giving college credit for high
school work. The motion to approve the addition of "high school or" in item 7 was approved.
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V' 60

VI,61

A motion (Mr. Helgeson, Mr. Liberta) that a student may not take a proficiency exam
in courses already taken or in courses fai led was made. Mr. Gordon asked if students
would be prevented from taking proficiency examinations in courses they had dropped.
The committee stated that there had been no consideration of this problem. Mr. Laymon
raised some questions about sequential courses in which one was needed as a prerequisite
for another. He asked if a student failed the first course, could he then take a proficiency
examination for it so that he could go on to the second one? The answer was yes, if the
policy passes as proposed. Mr. Jabker raised several exceptions to the proficiency statement, particularly in relation to the teacher education admission program. Mr. Eatherly
spoke to this point and stated that a special proficiency exam could be taken to raise a
D to a C in Engl ish 101 for admission into teacher education. It was pointed out that
there was a possible contradiction between point 6 and point 4. Mr. Johnson stated
that the contradiction had been discussed in the committee. A motion (Mr. Liberta,
Mr. Laymon) to move the previous question was C1pproved. The amendment failed.
The Chairperson announced the election of Mr. Zeidenstein to the Faculty Status
Committee and that balloting would continue between Mr. Cragan, Mr. Brubeck,
and Mr. Stefl for the second position.

VI, 62

VI, 63

VI, 64

A motion (Mr. Henry, Mr. Madore) to recommit the proposal to committee to consider
some of the items that have been brought up was made. Mr. Woods stated that the
committee had done a great deal of work. He thought that it would be bad to recommit
on such minor points. Mr. Laymon again raised a question about a student who fai led
English 101 taking a proficiency exam to raise the grade. Several persons tried to
clarify this. Apparently the student who has made a D is able to raise it to a C in
order to get into teacher education. Mr. Gordon raised a question that if six was
the stumbling block, then only six should be referred back to committee. The Chairperson reminded the Senate that the motion on the floor refers the whole report back
to Committee. The original makers of the motion, Mr. Henry and Mr. Madore, agreed
to amending their motion to send only item 6 back to committee. Mr. Sims stated that
six and seven are tied together closely and that they should both be sent back. It was
pointed out by Ms. Chesebro that item 6 is the same as the previous policy that has been
in effect and that sending six back to the committee would not have any substantial
effect upon the English Department's policy. Mr. Arnold made a case for striking item
six totally rather than just recommitting it back to committee. A motion (Mr. Parr,
Mr. Baska) to move the previous question was approved. Mr. Henry and Mr. Sims
voted no. The motion to recommit fai led on a ro" ca" vote, 14-19.
A motion (Mr. Arnold, Ms. Frankland) to delete item 6 was made. Mr. Arnold made
a case for rejection of 6 stating that if students wanted to show their learning they
should get credit regardless of what previous experience or coursework they had had.
Mr. Laymon pointed out that it would be a double standard under this policy as when
you fai I the grade sti" stands on the record. Mr. Re itan made a case for treating proficiency exams the same way we treat passing a course. He stated that we should make
good proficiency exams which would stand in lieu of the course and therefore there
should be no differentiation. Mr. Sims pointed out that this policy was left over from
1968 and that things have changed and that policies should change with the times.
Several members of the Senate discovered in the discussion what the policy was on repeating courses and averaging of grades and whether grades were left on the transcript.
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Persons were referred to the undergraduate catalog for the correct interpretation
of these policies. In answer to a point of order it was stressed that even if six
were deleted, if the entire committee report is tabled six will remain in effect
as a part of the old policy. The motion to delete item 6 failed.
VI, 65
VI, 66

A motion (Mr. Ficek, Mr. White) to table the main motion was made. A motion
(Mr. Laymon, Mr. Henry) to move the previous question was approved. The motion
to table failed.
The only change in the committee report as presented to the Senate was the addition
of "high school or" in item 7 and the editorial change exempting seminars and 189
courses from the requirement to have a proficiency examination. The motion to
approve the Academic Standards Committee subject to these amendments was approved.

7. Committee Appointment
VI, 67

A motion (Mr. Tarrant, Miss Rex) to accept the recommendation of the Rules Committee that Thomas Martin be placed on the University Curriculum Committee was
approved.
INFORMATION ITEM
I.

University Curriculum Committee Codification

Ms. Frankland presented the codification proposal to the Senate. She stated that the
proposal is significantly different from the present system under which the committee
has been operating. There were no questions on the proposal.
The Chairperson announced that Mr. Robert Stefl was elected to the second position
on the Faculty Status Committee.
COMMITTEE RE PORTS
Student Affairs Committee - no report
Rules Committee - no report
Executive Committee - no report. Minutes will be mailed out shortly.
Faculty Affairs Committee - no report.
Administrative Affairs Committee - Mr. Duty reported that a hearing is scheduled on
Tuesday afternoon at 2 p.m. in the Foreign Language Office on summer scheduling.
COMMUNICATIONS
Mr. Plantan asked how students were nominated for the Selection Committee for Vice
President and Provost. The Chairperson stated that nominations were solicited from the
Student Association.
Discussion ensued about the reasons for students not appearing at the informational

)

)

workshop. M-. Sutherland stated that perhaps Professor Jones would duplicate the
materials for the students.
Mr. Henry stated that he hoped the idea of the equality of proficiency examinations
and coursework wou Id be explored further. Mr. Duty suggested that Mr. Henry put
his concern in writing and submit it to the Academic Standards Committee.

VI, 68

A motion (Mr. Madore, Mr. Henry) to adjourn was approved. The meeting adjourned
at 10:10 p.m.
For the Academic Senate,

Charles R. Hicklin, Secretary
CRH:pl

Date: October 9 , 1974
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